
Wirral Cost of Living 

Wirral Foodbank usage

Total Vouchers issued by Month and financial year (Sep-Aug)
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Select date range
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Selected date range

14,072
Total People helped

6,843
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Worst affected ward

Birkenhead and Tranmere
Ward name

Worst affected family size

Single
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Top cause of Food Bank use

Rising costs of essentials
Reason for referral

Constituency, Ward name

All 

Vouchers issued and people helped by Wirral constituency and ward
By selected date range

Constituency (2024) Total Vouchers issued
 

Total People helped

Birkenhead 3,455 6,961
Birkenhead and Tranmere 1,245 2,467
Rock Ferry 668 1,408
Bidston and St James 615 1,350
Claughton 349 643
Oxton 288 477
Prenton 180 359
Bebington 110 257

Wallasey 2,060 4,492
Seacombe 833 1,777
Liscard 381 721
Leasowe and Moreton East 302 773
New Brighton 222 441
Moreton West and Saughall Massie 135 315
Wallasey 113 296
Upton 74 169

Unrecognised 456 817
Wirral West 450 1,024

Upton 207 478
Pensby and Thingwall 89 195
West Kirby and Thurstaston 42 93
Greasby, Frankby and Irby 34 75
Clatterbridge 33 80

Total 6,843 14,072

Ellesmere Port and Bromborough Constituency includes only the Wirral parts of this 
constituency.  
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Wirral Foodbank usage

Total Vouchers issued by Month and financial year (Sep-Aug)

Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug

financial year (Sep-Aug) 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

Select date range

01/09/2024 30/08/2025

Total Vouchers Issued (selected month)

575
Same month last year: 539 (+6.68%)

Aug 2025



Total people helped, financial YTD
(Sep-Aug)

14,072
Last year: 15,597 (-9.78%)

2025-26



Total people helped (selected month)

1,244
Same month last year: 1174 (+5.96%)

Aug 2025



Number of vouchers issued Number of people helped

Worst affected ward

Birkenhead and Tranmere
Ward name

Worst affected family size

Single
Household size
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In July 2022, households received the UK government’s first Cost of Living payment. This correlated with a dip in need seen at food banks.

Top cause of Food Bank use

Rising costs of essentials
Reason for referral

Total vouchers issued, financial YTD
(Sep-Aug)

6,843
Previous financial year: 7,365 (-7.09%)

2025-26



Constituency, Ward name

All 
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Who is using Wirral Foodbank? 

Age of people helped

0 - 4 yrs

5 - 11 yrs

12 - 16 yrs

17 - 24 yrs

25 - 34 yrs

35 - 44 yrs

45 - 54 yrs

55 - 64 yrs

65 - 74 yrs

75+ yrs

not specified
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10.0%

10.4%

12.6%

17.0%
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9.3%
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Vouchers issued by Household Size

Single Two Three

Four

Five

Six

54.65%

17.65% 10.84%

7.92% 2.3…

Birkenhead

Wallasey

Wirral West Ellesmere P…

54.1%

32.3%

7.0% 6.6%

Constituency (2024) %
Vouchers
issued
 

Birkenhead  
Birkenhead and Tranmere 18.2%
Rock Ferry 9.8%
Bidston and St James 9.0%
Claughton 5.1%
Oxton 4.2%
Prenton 2.6%
Bebington 1.6%

Wallasey  
Seacombe 12.2%
Liscard 5.6%
Leasowe and Moreton East 4.4%
New Brighton 3.2%
Moreton West and Saughall Massie 2.0%
Wallasey 1.7%
Upton 1.1%

Unrecognised  
Unrecognised 6.7%

Wirral West  
Upton 3.0%
Pensby and Thingwall 1.3%
West Kirby and Thurstaston 0.6%
Greasby, Frankby and Irby 0.5%
Clatterbridge 0.5%
Hoylake and Meols 0.4%
H ll 0 2%

Total people helped, financial YTD (Sep-Aug)

14,072
Last year: 15,597 (-9.78%)

2025



Total people helped (selected month)

1,244
Same month last year: 1174 (+5.96%)

Aug 2025



Total People helped by Month and Financial Year (Sep-Aug)

Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug

Financial Year (Sep-Aug) 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

Constituency, Ward name

All 

Ellesmere Port and Bromborough Constituency includes 
only the Wirral parts of this constituency. 

Select date range
Date

01/09/2024 30/08/2025
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Why are people using Wirral Foodbank?

Source of income Vouchers
 

%

Declined to answer 13 0.2%
Income but no or insufficient access to it 83 1.2%
Unable to ask 246 3.6%
Earning, no benefits 247 3.6%
Earning and benefits 363 5.3%
No income 596 8.7%

Top source of income

Benefits, not earning
Top reason for referral

Rising costs of essentials
Top 5 sources of income over time

Sep 2024 Oct 2024 Nov
2024

Dec 2024 Jan 2025 Feb 2025 Mar 2025 Apr 2025 May
2025

Jun 2025 Jul 2025 Aug
2025

Benefits, not earning Earning and benefits Earning, no benefits No income Unable to ask

Top 5 reasons for referral
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024
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Jun 2025

Jul 2025

Aug 2025

Non-priority debt
Ongoing impact of physical or mental health condition

Other unexpected expense

Priority debt

Rising costs of essentials

Select date range
Date

01/09/2024 30/08/2025

Reason for referral Vouchers
 

%

Rising costs of essentials 2,320 33.9%
Priority debt 1,761 25.7%
Other unexpected expense 1,247 18.2%
Ongoing impact of physical or mental health condition 704 10.3%
Non-priority debt 660 9.6%
Benefit delay 538 7.9%
Insecurely housed 415 6.1%
Cost of dependents has increased 286 4.2%
Delay in or awaiting other income 284 4.2%
No access to financial support due to immigration status 278 4.1%
Unable to ask 275 4.0%
Benefit deduction due to overpayment or benefit advance 273 4.0%
Benefit reduction due to sanction 248 3.6%
Unemployment following permanent work 205 3.0%
Awaiting first benefit payment for less than a month 195 2.8%
Total 6,843 100.0%

Last 12 months

Constituency, Ward name

All 


